Sunday School Lesson – Galatians 3:19-29; 4:1-7

From Slave to Heir

Read Galatians 3:15-29; 4:1-7

Read Galatians 3:15-17

1. God made a covenant with Abraham based upon faith not works.  The Law did not disannul this covenant.

2. The Contract was with Abraham and his “SEED”.  

a. Note not his seeds, but singular “SEED”.  The agreement was between Abraham and one of his heirs.  

b. This heir was Christ.  Everyone else is only included by having a relationship with the Heir to the promise.

c. This contract is still in place because Christ is eternal.

d. We can share in this promise because we can be grafted into Christ through Faith!

Read Galatians 3:18

1. Paul ask the question, If eternal life can be gained of the Law (works), then is not the promise (faith). 

2. Paul then restates: “But”  This means this logic is faulty.  God’s promise was built on Faith.  

3. “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law”  Romans 3:28

4. “Faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God “Romans 10:17”

Read Galatians 3:19

1. So why the Law then?

a. “It was added…” Paul says because Abraham’s desendants thought since God had made the Promise to “Their Father” they were saved by just being related.  This is not far from the views of the Roman Catholic Church today.  When Emperor Augustine declared all Romans where now “Christians” in 313 A.D. they stated the same thing.  These people were right with God because of being related to others.

b. The Law was given to show God’s Chosen People they were lost and needed a Savior.  To show that they could not be justified by the Law because they could not not brake it in one point or another.

c. The Law’s purpose is to get us lost!  We can not be found until we are lost.  We can be redeemed until we are guilty. “for by the law is the knowledge of sin” Romans 3:20

2. It was only to last until Christ came.  It’s purpose “to show men their sin” continues, but the covenant was to be replaced with a better covenant “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah” Hebrews 8:7,8

3. The law was given to man through Angels and a mediator (Moses).  

Galatians 3: 20

1. The Promise was given from God to Abraham and his spiritual Seed.

2. The Law was given to the world through a mediator.  

3. Sinful man can not hear and understand God’s truth.  They need help. “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher ?” Romans 10:14

Galatian 3:21

1. Does the law supercede the promise?  Paul says God Forbid. 

2. If it had been possible then Christ would not had to have come and died for our sins.  “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Romans 14:6

Galatians 3:22

1. The Bible tells us that all are under sin.  The Laws declares us guilty and in need of the Saviour.

Galatians 3:23-25

1. The Law was our teacher to show us our sins.

2. Once we understood that, we could see our need of a Saviour.

3. Once we have accepted Christ and acknowledge our sinful state, we no longer need the law.  We still use what we have learned about God’s righteousness, but we do the deeds of the law, not to justify ourselves, but to please God.

Galatians 3:26-29

1. We all can be saved, not just Jews.  “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  2Pe 3:9

2. If we trust Christ, the Seed of Abraham, then we become joint heirs with him “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” Romans 8:17

Galatians 4:1-7

1.  Before we were saved, we were under sin and needed the law to show us our sins.  We may have even served the law as a slave master. But once we where saved, we no longer are under the bondage of sin nor the law.  We are justified by faith, not of works.  Works can not save us nor can it get us lost. We are saved through our FAITH.  We as FWB believe the freedom of the believe is still intact after salvation.  He or she can of their own freewill reject him a new and be lost forever.  We are not servant, but heirs, joint heirs with Him.   

